
ORDINANCE NO. 11566
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE,  CHAPTER 35, ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 148 AND 160, RELATIVE TO DISTRICT WRECKERS.
______________________________________________________


SECTION 1.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Part II, Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 35, Article IV, Section 148(a) is hereby amended by deleting from the words “which require winching” from the definition of “Recovery Class.” 


SECTION 2.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Part II, Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 35, Article IV, Section 148(b) is amended by adding the following new language at the end of the subsection:


Any wrecker or towing operator that had a wrecker that was classified as a Class C wrecker prior to January 1, 2003, with a minimum “minimum manufacturer's capacity of not less than three (3) tons (thirty thousand (30,000) pounds G.V.W.) shall be placed on the City’s Recovery Class district wrecker rotation list until January 1, 2006.  A wrecker or towing operator placed on the Recovery Class rotation list by the provisions of this section shall be removed from such rotation list if such wrecker or towing operator does not have a wrecker that meets the minimum standards for classification as Recovery Class on or before January 1, 2006.  



SECTION 3.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Part II, Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 35, Article IV, Section 148 is hereby amended by adding a new subsection “(c)” as follows:  


(c)
A Recovery Class district wrecker shall be restricted to controlled access highway and such wreckers shall only be dispatched by the Chattanooga Police Department if one or more of the following factors are applicable:



1)
There is major structural damage to a large truck(s), road tractor(s) or trailer(s) so as to result in an unstable situation which might result in more damage or a rupture of  tanks or trailers and the potential spillage of contents; or,



2) 
There is wreckage in an uncontained state at the site of an accident; or, 



3)
Recovery of large truck(s), road tractor(s) or trailer(s) requires multiple pieces of  equipment such as wreckers, loaders, cranes or other such equipment to clear affected thoroughfares; or,


4)
As required by a law enforcement officer or firefighter for life safety purposes; or,


5)
As determined by an appropriate official with Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) or incident management official.


SECTION 4.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Part II, Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 35, Article IV, Section 160, subsection 4, regarding the maximum charge for district wrecker calls be and is hereby amended by deleting the subsection in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof as follows:

A Class – Daytime tow 





$125.00


        Night/Weekend/Holiday




$135.00


        Daily Storage (After 8 Hours)



$ 15.00 per day


        Extra Winching





$ 50.00
a. Extra winching is for overturned vehicles and/or

Vehicles off roadway and down an embankment.

 Dollies (If wrecker is used)



$ 45.00
b. Dollies are chargeable only if a wrecker is used

For the tow, not in cases where a rollback is used.

There should be no extra charge allowed for a 

Rollback tow.

B Class – Day time 






$250.00


  Night/Weekend/Holiday




$285.00


*Extra Winching





$150.00

a. Extra winching if for overturned vehicles and/or

Vehicles off roadway and down an embankment.

                     Daily Storage (After 8 Hrs) 


a.     Tractor






$ 35.00 per day


b.     Trailer






$ 35.00 per day

C Class – Daytime tow





$425.00 per hour

 
        Night/weekend/holiday




$500.00 per hour


        Daily Storage (After 8 Hours)


a.    Tractor






$ 35.00 per day


b.    Trailer






$ 35.00 per day


     *Extra Winching (per ½ hour)



$225.00 Per ½ hour

Extra winching is for overturned vehicles and/or 

Vehicles off roadway and down an embankment.

                   Air Bags (first 2 (two) hours)



$1,000.00 







($500.00 per hour starting with hour 3)

Any additional charge by Class A, Class B, or Class C wreckers for winching, dollies, wheel lift or rollbacks, or other equipment or services not normally incident to towing wrecked or disabled vehicles shall be allowed only when the additional charge is (1) reasonably necessary to retrieve a wrecked vehicle which is off of the road or overturned; (2) to protect the wrecked or disabled vehicle from reasonably foreseeable additional damage should the device not be used; or (3) at the request of or permission of the owner or operator.  An additional charge can be made for the pneumatic devices used to raise overturned trucks or other equipment not normally used in a tow.  If more than one wrecker is necessary for recovery of the wrecked disabled vehicle the charges shall apply to each vehicle. In all cases involving a combination vehicle of Five (5) or more axles or a single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of Twenty-six Thousand and One (26,001) pounds or more, total charges computed utilizing the previously itemized schedule of hourly rates and equipment charges shall not exceed the total maximum recovery cost that would be applicable using the following schedule of permissible charges by weight for Recovery Class operations.
Recovery Class maximum charges shall be as follows:

A.
Contained recovery/winching for all recovery
7.0¢ per pound 

jobs in which there is no clean-up of debris from 

the vehicle to be recovered and cargo doors 

remain closed.

B.
Salvage/debris recovery for picking up debris/
8.0¢ per pound 

parts or loading from one vehicle to another, 

or a vehicle that breaks apart and needs to be 

towed from the scene.

C.
The following charges may be added to the contained recovery/winching or salvage/debris recovery when applicable, and if specified on the billing invoice:

1.
Inclement Weather:  rain, snow, or if 
1.5¢ per pound

the temperature is below 25° F 

2.
Nights, Weekends and Holidays: 

1.5¢ per pound

Includes times after 7:00 p.m. and before

8:00 a.m. and any time on Saturdays,

Sundays, and all public holidays

3.
Wheels higher than roof:  If any wheel
1.0¢ per pound

is higher than any part of the roof

4.
Embankments or Inclines:  If it is

1.0¢ per pound

necessary to work on an embankment

or incline

5.
Back Door Frame Open:  If the 

1.0¢ per pound

back doors cannot be closed or the

door frame is torn away and the 

integrity of the trailer is jeopardized.

6.
Tractor from under Trailer:  If the 

1.0¢ per pound

tractor separates from the trailer in

the crash

7.
Major Suspension Damage:  If major

5.0¢ per pound

suspension damage has an impact on the

recovery, e.g., axles have been torn from 

suspension, but does not include if only the 

front axle is involved.


8.
Air Bags:



1,000.00 first 2hours; $500.00 per hour thereafter

9.
Sublet Charges:  For tractor trailers, dump trucks, backhoes, containers, roll of containers, traffic control devices and personnel and other equipment necessary for the recovery which is not required equipment to qualify as a recovery class or any other wrecker class under this ordinance.  Sublet charges shall be reasonable rates based upon the market rate for renting said equipment in the City of Chattanooga.

10. Exposure to Hazardous and/or Flammable Materials:  Charges for personnel being exposed to the risks associated with hazardous materials and/or flammable materials, not including the charges for the clean of said materials.  This charge shall be a reasonable charge based upon the market rate in this State.  The burden shall be upon the wrecker company to establish the market rate.

All Licensed Recovery Class operators must keep on file at their location, for a period of one year, video documentation of the scene, and the conditions for which all additional charges are being billed pursuant to this ordinance.  Video documentation shall consist of videotape, film, photographs, or other media which accurately depicts the scene and conditions as they actually appeared at the time of recovery.

No storage fee shall be charged by any district wrecker class if the vehicle is reclaimed by the owner within the first eight (8) hours.

For every wrecker class, if more than one owner or employee per wrecker is of necessity assigned to assist in the recovery of the disabled vehicle, the normal hourly wage of the additional employee's adjusted fringe benefits can be made as an additional charge.



SECTION 5.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage, as provided by law.
PASSED on Third and Final Reading

             June 15                        , 2004.
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